
Dear Honorable Co-chairs Cohen, Gresko, Haskell, and Lemar, 

 

My name is Elise and I am a sophomore at Wesleyan University. As a member of the climate 

action group Sunrise Movement Wesleyan, I find it imperative to write to you in support of S.B. 

No. 4, An Act Concerning The Connecticut Clean Air Act. This act would encourage electric 

vehicle use and would greatly benefit environmental justice communities.  

 

As a four-year resident of Middletown, CT, I have learned about the importance of investing in 

the larger community, and the environment is a critical piece of lived experience. For myself as 

well as for other residents, having clean, breathable air is critical to comfort and health. Having 

accessible electric transportation reduces pollution, and creates a method of transportation 

which can be sustainable, especially as gas prices skyrocket. Having lived previously in 

Western New York, it was important to me to spend my next years in a non-urban environment: 

fresh, breathable air is something I have always lived with, and I do not want that to end now.  

 

As the climate crisis intensifies, it is crucial to take steps towards a green future in which all 

have equitable access to resources. This act prioritizes environmental justice communities, 

those most exposed to toxicity and environmental degradation, especially marginalized and 

vulnerable groups such as communities of color. It would also further the mitigation of carbon 

emissions to limit climate change, and has multiple methods for increasing renewable and 

electric energy use. About 73% of youth say they currently feel the effects of climate change, 

according to a UN survey. As such, it is critical to support S.B. No. 4 to take action for this 

generation and the ones to come.  

 

Regards, 

 

Elise McCamant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


